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Objectives: The purpose of this study was to compare language skills of multicultural ado-
lescents between families where their foreign mother speaks only Korean (K-only) and
families where the mother speaks both Korean and mother language in communication(K-
M). This study also aims to investigate mediating effects of national identity, bicultural ac-
ceptance attitude, acceptance of multiculturalism, and ego-resilience of two groups on the
relationship between language abilities of children in the 5th grade in elementary school
and 2nd grade in middle school. Methods: A one-way ANOVA and a structural equation
analysis were used to analyze the data. A total of 315 participants subject’s data from Mul-
ticultural Adolescents Panel Study organized by National Youth Policy Institute was used
for the data analysis. Results: There was no statistically significant difference between two
groups in Korean skills, with the exception of the writing skill in the 1st grade in middle
school. However, mother language ability was significantly higher in the K-M group every
year. Additionally, the Korean skills of the K-only group was mediated by ego-resilience.
Mother language ability of the K-M group was mediated by bicultural acceptance attitude.
Lastly in the K-M group, ego-resilience was mediated by Korean ability in the 5th grade of
elementary school and Korean and mother language ability in the 2nd grade in middle
school. Conclusion: Foreign mothers speaking their mother tongue is not an interfering
factor in Korean language development for multicultural adolescents. The bilingual envi-
ronment is positive for children’s language development, and ego-resilience can serve as a
protective factor for multicultural children’s language development.

Keywords: MAPS, National identity, Bicultural acceptance attitude, Acceptance of multicul-
turalism, Ego-resilience, Language ability
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Table 1. Mother's nationality

Mother's nationality K only (N=203) K-M (N=112)
China (Han Chinese, other ethnic groups) 27(13.3%) 10(8.9%)
China (Chosun) 61(30.0%) 14(12.5%)
Vietnam 10(4.9%) 0(.0%)
Philippines 38(18.7%) 19(17.0%)
Japan 49(24.1%) 59(52.7%)
Thailand 4(2.0%) 5(4.5%)
Etc. 14(6.9%) 5(4.5%)

Values are presented as frequency (%).
K-only=only Korean speaking group; K-M=both Korean and Mother tongue speak-

ing group.
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Figure 1. Group differences on Korean abilities. K-only=only Korean speaking group; K-M=both Korean and native languages speaking group; E5=>5th grade in el-
ementary school; E6=6th grade in elementary school; M1=1st grade in middle school; M2 =2nd grade in middle school. *p<.05.

B Mother language_E5 speaking ™ Mother language_E5 writing B Mother language_E6 speaking ™ Mother language_E6 writing
B Mother language_E5 reading B Mother language_E5 listening B Mother language_E6 reading B Mother language_E6 listening
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Figure 2. Group differences on mother language abilities. K-only=only Korean speaking group; K-M=hoth Korean and native languages speaking group; E5="5th
grade in elementary school; E6=6th grade in elementary school; M1=1st grade in middle school; M2 =2nd grade in middle school. *p<.001.
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Table 2. Group differences on national identity, bicultural acceptance attitude,
acceptance of multiculturalism, and ego-resilience

Variables K only (N=203) K-M(N=112) 3

N
E5 67.15(15.97) 66.74(15.22) 0.049
E6 67.58(16.55) 71.26(14.59) 3.876
M1 69.06 (16.24) 67.75(16.54) 0.465
M2 69.77 (17.68) 68.19(15.95) 0613

B
E5 70.60 (9.66) 75.04 (8.53) 16.545%**
E6 72.34(10.07) 75.71(9.94) 8.174%*
M1 72.96(10.28) 74.69(10.35) 2.038
M2 72.09(10.36) 73.86(7.90) 2.468

M
E5 71.13(14.81) 76.07 (15.01) 7.949**
E6 75.05(13.23) 7759(14.95) 2423
M1 77.14(14.71) 79.15(13.44) 1.430
M2 78.40(13.16) 80.80(12.46) 2.501

R
E5 72.34(11.93) 76.43(11.85) 8.530**
E6 74.79(12.87) 78.48(11.38) 6.419%
M1 76.93(12.73) 77.81(10.90) 0.381
M2 76.93(12.06) 78.03(10.33) 0.656

Values are presented as mean (SD).

K-only=only Korean speaking group; K-M=hoth Korean and native languages speak-
ing group; N=national identity; B=bicultural acceptance attitude; M=acceptance
of multiculturalism; R=ego-resilience; E5=5th grade in elementary school; E6=6th
grade in elementary school; M1=1st grade in middle school; M2=2nd grade in
middle school.

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001.
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Figure 3. Mediating effects of bicultural acceptance attitude in K-M group.
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