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Objectives: This study examines whether family poverty status moderates the effects of children’s media use
time and type on pragmatic language skills, even when media exposure duration and usage patterns are
comparable.

Methods: Data from the 10th wave (2017) of the Panel Study on Korean Children (PSKC), with a sample of
1,175 children aged 7-9, were analyzed. The sample comprised 1,175 children aged 7-9. Using Multiple re-
gression analyses and the PROCESS macro (Hayes, 2013) were used to test poverty status as a moderator
in the relationship between media use time and pragmatic language skills.

Results: First, significant mean differences in media use patterns by poverty status were observed for
learning, gaming, and entertainment media. Second, media use time was negatively associated with children’s
pragmatic language skills, with poverty status serving as a significant moderator. Specifically, increased media
use time showed no significant decline in non-poor families but marked reductions in poor families.
Conclusion: The findings highlight the importance of situating children's media use within broader socio-
economic contexts rather than focusing solely on screen time. Therefore, tailored interventions and support
strategies that account for poverty status are essential for promoting effective media use, fostering pragmatic
language development, and mitigating linguistic disadvantage.
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Independent Variable

Dependent Variable

Media Usage Time

Executive Function Difficulties

Control Variables: Gender, Residential Area, Father's/Mother’'s Education Level,
Mother's Employment Status, Parental Monitoring, General School Adjustment,

Pragmatic Language

Moderating Variable

Poverty Status

Figure 1. Research model.
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Table 1
Demographic Characteristics of the Study Participants
Total Non-poor Poor
Variable Category n (%) n (%) n (%) x?
Gender Male 598 (50.9) 564 (51.2) 34 (46.6) .58
Female 577 (49.1) 538 (48.8) 39 (53.4)
Residential Rural area 67 ( 5.7) 58 ( 5.3) 9 (12.3) 6.49
area Suburban area 631 (53.7) 596 (54.1) 35 (47.9)
Metropolitan area 477 (40.6) 448 (40.7) 29 (39.7)
Mother’s High school graduate or below 315 (26.8) 280 (25.4) 35 (47.9) 20.03"
education 2-3-year college graduate 337 (28.7) 317 (28.8) 20 (27.4)
level 4-year university graduate 445 (37.9) 429 (38.9) 16 (21.9)
Graduate school degree 78 ( 6.6) 76 ( 6.9) 2 (27)
Father’s High school graduate or below 308 (26.2) 268 (24.3) 40 (54.8) 34.66"
education 2-3-year college graduate 234 (19.9) 221 (20.1) 13 (17.8)
level 4-year university graduate 500 (42.6) 485 (44.0) 15 (20.5)
Graduate school degree 133 (11.3) 128 (11.6) 5 ( 6.8)
Mother’s employment Unemployed (or not in education) 547 (46.6) 517 (46.9) 30 (41.1) .93
status Employed (or in education) 628 (53.4) 585 (53.1) 43 (58.9)
Monthly < 2,500,000 won 87 ( 7.4) 57 (15.2) 30 (41.1)  133.36
income 2,500,000 < won = 5,000,000 684 (58.2) 649 (58.9) 35 (47.9)
5,000,000 < won = 7,500,000 282 (24.0) 277 (25.1) 5 (6.8)
7,500,000 < won = 10,000,000 97 ( 8.3) 95 ( 8.6) 2 (2.7
> 10,000,000 won 25 ( 2.1) 24 (2.2) 1 (1.4

Note. N = 1,175.
P < .05 Tp < .001.

78 Wl g 7122

Bt 4.06 (SD = 48)0]H, & Mk

O
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Table 2]l AAIFIATE. SRS vrfo] o] §AIRkE 4w = AR UEHT( = -16,p < .001). = Heiz 2

B, N A B 151 (SD=99), WlHIE ke g 7 Aigh2 vieh 7 vRke s vEh et 7S S5t

1.15 (SD = .78)0]H, &= Rt} 7} 90|31 2}o]7} Q= Ao & AH(West, Finch, & Curran, 1995).

UERh SHElol el AR W YRS W 3,94

Table 2

Descriptive Statistics and Correlations of Major Variables

Variables M SD Skewness Kurrosis ¢

Media usage time Overall 1.18 .80 )
Poor 1.51 99 1.24 3.10 -3.00
Non-poor 1.15 .78

Pragmatic language ability Overall 4.05 45 .
Poor 3.94 41 -.26 1.37 2.06
Non-poor 4.06 48

» < .05 "p < 0L
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Table 3
Mean Differences in Media Use Types by Poverty Status
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Learning Information search Game Entertainment SNS

M (SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD)
Poor .69 ( .90) 98 (.71) 1.78 (1.04) 1.64 (1.15) .92 (1.13)
Non-poor .96 (1.01) 1.04 (.87) 1.41 (1.06) 1.37 (1.06) 77 (.98)
F 4.63 30 7.96" 4.42 1.51

» < .05 "p < 0L

Table 4

Moderating Effect of Poverty Status (Poor/Non-Poor) Between the Impact of Media Usage Time and Pragmatic Language Ability
Step 1 Step 2

Cacegory B (SE) ’ ' B (SE) ’ ¢

Constant 3.43 (.21) 16.34 3.39 (21) 16.16

Independent variable Media usage time -.04 (.02) 2.17 -.02 (.02) -1.45

Moderating variable  Poverty status (poor = 1) -.03 (.05) -.59 .12 (.09) 1.32

Interaction term Media usage time x Poverty status — — -.10 (.05) -1.97°

F 41.79" 38.44"

Adj R 26 27

Note. N = 1,175. In the present analysis, gender, residential area, father’s/mother’s education level, mother’s employment status, parental

monltorlng, general school adjustment, executive function difficulties were included as control variables.

p < .05 Tp < .001.
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