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<ABSTRACT>

A Comparative Study of Clusterings According to Bilingual
Abilities and the Amount of Mother Language Usage of
Second Grade Middle School Students

Eun Song(Ewha Womans University)
Dongsun Yim(Ewha Womans University)

The purpose of this study was to examine differences in psychological, cultural and
school adaptation between clusters divided according to bilingual abilities and the
amount of mother language usage of adolescents from multicultural families. A total of
1286 second grade middle school students’ data from fifth Multicultural Adolescents
Panel Study. Variable clustering with bilingual abilities and the amount of mother
language usage split up the whole participants into two groups. Self esteem, ego
resilience, bicultural acceptance, multicultural acceptance and school adaptation were
compared between two clusters. All three of Korean ability, mother language ability,
and the amount of mother language usage were statistically significant factors in cluster
variables. All children divided two groups according to bilingual abilities and the
amount of mother language usage showed a significant difference. Self- esteem, ego
resiliency, bicultural acceptance, adaptation to learning and teacher relationship were
significantly different in two groups. The results highlight that the amount of mother
language usage along with bilingual abilities plays an important role in psychological,
cultural and school adaptation. Our findings suggest that importance of parents training
about bilingualism for multicultural families.

* Key words: Multicultural Adolescents Panel, Mother language, Ego

resiliency, Bicultural acceptance, Bilingualism



