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Objectives: Children from multicultural families tend to have issues with various areas of
language development. As such, it is important to do early screening of the language de-
velopment of children from multicultural families to determine their level of development.
To this end, language development screening tests that reflect the special nature of multi-
cultural families should be designed. There is a need for qualitative research because quan-
titative research alone cannot reflect the real needs of people from multicultural families.
In accordance with this need, this study sought to analyze the perceptions and needs of
mothers of multicultural families to assist in language development screening for children.
Methods: Eleven mothers of multicultural families were chosen to participate in the study
and were divided into two groups. The researcher conducted a Focus Group Interview (FGI)
and then analyzed the results. Results: The results of the interview were analyzed and cat-
egorized based on three main topics (results from the experience of language develop-
ment test, difficulty in assessing the child’s language development, and demand for im-
provement of the language development test) and nine subtopics. Conclusion: In order to
develop a language development screening test for children from multicultural families,
consideration needs to be given to language barriers, language development information,
and the language development test.

Keywords: Multicultural family, Language screening test, Qualitative research, Focus Group
Interview, Needs analysis
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Table 1. Participants’ characteristics

LR OFAERE TR - 2R2Y 9

Table 2. Discussion topics
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Group 1 Participant1 34  Vietnam 12 2.8 1,7
Participant2 29  Vietnam 16 24 1,7
Participant3 28  Vietnam 16 39 35
Participant4 32  Cambodia 16 7.9 71
Participant5 34  Philippines 16 9,11 7.3
Group2 Participant6 28  Philippines 12 2.9 2,0
Participant7 32 Cambodia 12 2.9 6,6
Participant8 33 Vietnam 3 46 2,6
Participant9 29  Vietnam 3 34 2:4
Participant 10 27  Vietnam 12 310 2,10
Participant 11 31 Vietnam 12 7:10 6,0
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Theme Related discussion topics

Experience of language development Type of tests
screening tests for children Impression about experience

Evaluation of children’s language ~ Accessibility to language development tests

development Difficulties in self evaluation
Demand for improvement and Suggestions
support Needs of support
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Inductive category coding and simultaneous
comparing of units of meaning across categories

&

Refinement of categories

<

Exploration of relationships and patterns across
categories

<

Integration of data, yielding an understanding of
people and settings being studied

e »

Figure 1. Steps in the constant comparative method. Adapted from “Peer
teaching in web based threaded discussions,” by by W. F. Brescia, J. Swartz, C.
Pearman, R. Balkin, & D. Williams, 2004, Journal of Interactive Online Leam-
ing, 32), p. 5.
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Table 3. Major and sub-themes drawn from data

Major theme Sub-theme

Experience of language develop-  Test types and institutions
ment screening tests for chil-  Reason for test request and approach path

dren Subjective evaluation of the language devel-
opment assessment
Difficulty of evaluating children’s  Language difficulty
language development Lack of information

Lack of support

Increasing channels for providing information
Support for language difficulties

Enhancing accessibility and usability

Demands for improvement
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